offering the giftcard for purchase by a 



retailer; 



activating the giftcard upon the receipt 



accessible by the second and different retailer 
transferring at least a portion of the pit 
second and different retailer. 



customer in the store location of the first 



of a purchase amount from the customer; 



forwarding information indicative of the activating step to a processor, the processor 



and 

rchase amount from the first retailer to the 



13. The method of claim 12, 
chain, and wherein the second and different 



wheiiein the first retailer comprises a first retail 
retailer comprises a second retail chain. 



at a store location of a first retailer for 
d different retailer, the method comprising the 



location of the first retailer; 
iiftcard upon the receipt of a purchase amount 



14. A method of selling a giftcard 
redemption at a store location of a second ar 
steps of: 

providing a giftcard for sale at the stcfrre 
creating an activation record for the 
from a customer; 

storing the activation record in a processor, the activation record accessible by the 
second and different retailer; and 

making available for transfer at least 
retailer to the second and different retailer. 



i portion of the purchase amount from the first 



15. The method of claim 14, wherpin the giftcard is provided by a third party, 
and wherein the activation record is accessible by the third party. 



16. The method of claim 14, wherein the giftcard is provided by the first 



retailer. 



2 



17. A method comprising the ste 
providing a store location associated 
providing the store location of the fii 



Js of: 



with a first retailer; 

st retailer with a gift card associated with at 



least one store location of a second and different retailer; 

offering the giftcard for purchase by (a customer in the store location of the first 
retailer; 

activating the giftcard at the store location of the first retailer upon receipt of a 
purchase amount from the customer; 

creating an activation record associated with the giftcard upon activation of the 
giftcard, the activation record including an indication of the purchase amount received from 
the customer; 



forwarding the activation record to a 
second and different retailer; and 

making at least a portion of the purch 
retailer to the second and different retailer. 



processor, the processor accessible by the 



i;se amount available for transfer from the first 



18. The method of claim 17, wherein the giftcard is associated with at least one 
store location of a plurality of additional and different retailers, the processor accessible by 
the plurality of additional and different retailers, and wherein the portion of the purchase 
amount is available for transfer from the first retailer to a selected one of the plurality of 
additional and different retailer s.— 



REMARKS 

In furtherance of the prosecution of the above-identified patent application, 
Applicant submits the present Preliminary Amendment A to correct minor typographical 
errors in some of the original claims, and to submit new claims 12-18. 

Claims 1-18 are not taught or even suggested by any of the references already of 
record in the present application. Accordingly, claims 1-18 are in allowable form. 

Attached hereto is a "VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES 
MADE" consisting of one (1) page. 

In view of the foregoing the above-identified application is in condition for 



